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SFCC International Assembly 2020-2021 

July 11 to July 16, 2021 

Celebrating 50 Years! 
 

 Theme -- “The spirit 

of poverty of religious 

keeps them freed from 

attachments to old forms, old works, 

old traditions or past cultural molds. 

The AGGIORNAMENTALIST 

SISTERS do not disdain the old, but 

neither are they willing to be 

obstructed by it when, like Abraham, 

they are challenged by the signs of 

the times to fold up their tents and 

journey into the new lands which 

God will show them.”--by Sister 

Mary Audrey Kopp, SNJM, The 

New Nuns: Collegial Christians. 

 

As we each continue to reflect on the 

question: “Where has the Red Brick Road 

Taken You?”, along our own path of 

choices, commitments, challenges, 

experiences and opportunities, as well as, 

collectively as Sisters For Christian 

Community, at times, there seems to be 

more questions than answers. Which I 

believe is a good thing. Questions are a sign 

that we are alive; searching and seeking new 

ways or expressions to make sense of our 

values and beliefs as they relate to the 

culture and environment we live in now.  

 

The beauty of this assembly is that we are 

going to have time on our own and 

collectively to name, claim and maybe even 

tame some of those new or gnawing 

questions regarding the original spirit of the 

Sisters For Christian Community as 

identified by Lillanna Kopp, SFCC and 

offered to each of us forwarding the 

realization of Christ’s prayer “that all may 

be One”. 
 

 Jubilee Celebration – YES, we are 

still determined to prepare to 

celebrate our 50th Anniversary! This 

celebration is for each of us!  We 

have much to celebrate! At our 

Assembly, we will honor those who 

will be affirmed, those with 25, 40, 

50, 60, 70, 75, 80 or 85 years of 

faithful love and service to God and 

all of us! Our goal is to have as many 

in attendance as possible. We need 

everyone’s help to reach this goal. 

We ask you to: Contact everyone in 

your region and encourage them to 

join in our 50th Anniversary 

Celebration; Consider inviting 

someone to travel with you; Offer to 

share a room with someone. We 

have many festive activities planned 

and a great party to be had! 
  

 Hotel Selection  --  The Holiday Inn 

KCI and Expo Center remains our 

choice of gathering. The Holiday Inn 

KCI and Expo Center is 

conveniently located two miles from 

the Kansas City International Airport 

and provides 24-hour Free Shuttle 

Service in a 5-mile radius, which 

http://www.sfccinternational.org/
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includes shopping, dining and 

entertainment at the Zona Rosa 

Town Center. The hotel is also home 

to Burger Theory serving breakfast 

and dinner, lounge open nightly. The 

hotel also provides: complimentary 

wireless internet access, 24-hour 

business center in the lobby and on 

the 6th floor, 24-hour fitness center, 

indoor pool and 2 sun decks. 
 

During the Assembly, we have  

5 rooms reserved for our use:  

A spacious Meeting Room, our own 

Dining Room for meals (all 

breakfasts, lunches and dinners with 

the exception of Wednesday Free 

Day meals), Prayer Room, Assembly 

Team Room and Meeting Storage 

Room. Yes, we will have a 

Hospitality Room too! 
 

The Holiday Inn KCI and Expo 

Center knows the importance of 

sustainability. The hotel uses the 

IHG Green Engage system, an 

innovative online environmental 

sustainability system that gives the 

hotel the means to measure and 

manage their impact on the 

environment. The hotel chooses from 

over 200 ‘Green Solutions’ that are 

designed to reduce energy, water and 

waste, and improve their impact on 

the environment.  
 

Note: Our block of rooms is open. 

Please see registration form for 

details.  If there are no longer any 

handicap rooms available, please 

contact, Mary Rose Accetturo, and 

she will re-assign one of the extra 

handicap rooms she has reserved, to 

you.  

Our Assembly Team is Awaiting 

You!  (Registration form at end) 

Submitted by Mary Rose Acceturo 

Revenue 

Forwarded from 2019    $11262.15 

ATA Subscriptions        2640.00  

Service roles: 

 ICC           790.00  

 Archives        1110.00 

 Website          475.00 

Donations         1251.31 

Net Deposits     $17528.46 
 

Expenditures 

ATA + Directory        3463.22 

Service Roles: 

 ICC           790.00 

 Archives        1110.00 

 Website          475.00 

Total Expenditures     $ 5838.22 
 

Net Balance Forward   $11690.24 
 

Total ATA Subscriptions 155 

 Domestic Hard   69 

 International Hard     8 

 Email     62 (45%) 

 Total copies sent 139 

 Shared     16 
 

Total Directory Subscriptions 155 

 Domestic Hard              77 

 International Hard         16 

 Email                             47 (34%) 

 Total copies sent          140 

 Shared                 15 

Printing        Tax Total 

ATA  $1637.40+120.91 = $1758.31 

Directory $  259.20 + 19.95 =     279.15 

Total Printing + Tax           $2037.46 

Mailing ATA  $1202.13 

Mailing Directory $  223.63 

Total Mailing  $1425.76 
 

Submitted by the ATA Team:  
Loretta Primus    Deb Murphy      Alma O’Brien 

(Subscription Form at end of Newsletter) 

ATA ANNUAL REPORT 

2019 – 2020 
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SFCCs in Kenya 

and Tanzania met 

July 26 for 2 hours 

on Kennet/Zoom. 

Present were: 

Vivianne Akinyi, 

Virgie Azcueta, 

Dolline Kaari, 

Christine Mathias, Damamris Muthusi and 

Margaret Nduta. Unable to attend: Marta 

Nyaga and Columba Thadey. 

 

Following the opening prayer led by 

Damarius, the group reflected on the jubilee 

theme, Where the Red Brick Road has taken 

You.  Members shared about who supported, 

welcomed and companioned her on her 

journey with SFCC.  

This reflection led to 

discussion about the 

reality of a vocation to 

SFCC, a non-traditional 

religious community.  It 

became clear that each 

member felt deeply in 

touch with their calling; 

and this was confirmed 

by the sense of inner peace with self through 

God’s guidance. 

 

The next region meeting will be in Arusha, 

Tanzania where several Affiliates will be 

affirmed into full membership. 

 

The meeting ended with a prayer led by 

Margaret Nduta. 

                        Submitted by Margaret Nduta 

 
 

While the East Central Region has grown 

smaller and Covid 19 has made it even more 

difficult to meet, members continue to make 

an effort to be in touch. Since Rita Yeasted, 

Betty Waigand, and Roberta Kardell live 

relatively close to each other they recently 

met for sharing over lunch.  Rita keeps in 

touch with Mary Bowman and Rose 

Michel’s niece in that Rose is dealing with 

dementia. Roberta keeps in touch with 

Sandy Bevec who is doing exceptionally 

well since her accident last year.  On 

occasion, we hear from Joan Cameroni 

through cards and letters and are always 

happy to hear from Laurinda Mayer from 

Honduras when she has the opportunity to 

call or email. 

 

After sharing aspects of daily life, 

gardening, and the animal kingdom, Rita, 

Betty, and Roberta discussed the changing 

face of SFCC. With the immense growth in 

the Philippines and Africa those gathered 

discussed how this might impact our 

understanding of SFCC and its original 

vision and purpose.  The group also 

expressed interest in the SFCC movement in 

Europe and the widening vision there and is 

grateful for the communications from Terri 

Takken, Magda Bennasar, and Carmen 

Notario in this regard. 

 

At this time without Assembly and our 

limited ability to have regionals, the 

members look forward to the ATA 

newsletter as a way to have a sense and 

vision of how the Spirit might be moving 

SFCC forward. 

Submitted by Roberta Kardell 

(See next page for photo) 
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Betty Waigand, Roberta Kardell, 

& Rita Yeasted 

 

Virtual Meeting 

June 6, 2020—10:00 am 
 

Attendance; 

Rosa Ocampo 

Fe Aguilar 

Virgie Azcueta 

Cornelia Santos (in/out) 

Elvy Samantila, affiliate 

Connie Jordan, affiliate 

Janet Nunez, affiliate( attempted to join) 

Flordeliz Jabonite, affiliate( could not get in) 

Sally Guevara, inquirer 

Marissa Gallego, inquirer 

Teresa Bonaventure, inquirer 

Lorena Barot, inquirer (no audio in/out) 

Socorro Riviera, inquirer 
 

First we listened to brief introductions from 

each of the inquirers.  Then Rosa led us into 

a Reflection on Solidarity by Fr. Richard 

Rohr,OFM. Copy was sent to sisters 

beforehand. She concluded with "Touch the 

Skies" from ATA April-May issue. 

For further personal reflection- What am I 

doing and what more can I do to build 

solidarity within my family, neighborhood, 

SFCC , work mates, our poor and vulnerable 

sisters and brothers. 
 

Business Agenda: 
 

1. Inter regional in Chali Resort planned for 

end of September is now canceled. Deposits 

will be returned. Airline tickets need to be 

rebooked for next year. 

Calungsod Region will host the inter 

regional in April 2021. 
 

2. Possible date and venue for regional 

gathering on September 27 for Affirmations 

and Affiliation Covenants were discussed. 

Fe offered her place. Other possible venues 

will be presented on our next virtual 

meeting. 
 

3. Next virtual meeting will be on Sunday 

July 26. Time TBA. 
 

4. Virgie will experiment zoom meeting on 

Saturday June 13 at 10:00 am to see how 

many can join as messenger was limited. 
 

5. Reminder to join the daily chaplet prayer 

at 3:00 pm in messenger Manila group to 

end the pandemic worldwide. 
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We closed by singing "That All Be One" 
 

Final remarks: 

It was a great joy to see one another (others 

have gained weight) and especially to meet 

inquirers. Thank God all are healthy and 

covid19 free.   

Submitted by Virgie Azcueta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We've been busy here reassigning our tasks 

for the grant program, as our treasurer got 

sick and needs rest.  This month we decided 

to see how our students were managing their 

homework.  One family has no TV and 

many don't have the internet or a cell 

phone.  Some are borrowing internet from a 

neighbor, while others go to an internet 

cyber.  We have begun a fund for helping 

these students get equipped for home study. 

Beth Grismer sent a generous donation that 

will help solve some of these challenges, 

and another sponsor also sent a significant 

donation to help.  

 

The retreat group A.C.T.S. had a women's 

retreat in Casa Clemens in early Septem-

ber.  All precautions were taken and the 

number of participants was greatly 

reduced.  Magda and Carmen from Spain 

have sent excellent reflections which our 

inquirer Liliana very much appreciates. I 

have not been able to contact Martha Lopez 

for some 

days.  She 

said her 

habit is 

being made 

and the 

superior is 

putting her 

on the same phone line as the rest of the 

community.   

 

Martha seems very pleased with this 

Fraternity community. One with you in 

prayer,  

Submitted by Fran Smith 

Elaine, Violet, Fern and Barbara met on 

Sept 4th at the lake home of Fern and 

Barbara. We are very blessed and grateful 

that we able to see each other quite 

frequently in person as all of us are 

careful only to relate to a small "bubble" of 

people. The theme of our meeting was to 

share our stories and commit to individually 

sending them to the archives when we are 

ready. We began by reflecting on the stories 

of those we have gone before us and we did 

this by using the litany that was sent 

through our sfcc/list and then we added the 

names of those we knew personally 

especially those from Canada.  We 

concluded this part by singing: We are 

standing on the shoulders of the ones who 

have gone before us. Then each of us shared 

our stories of our commitment and journey 

towards SFCC.  

It was a very 

powerful sharing and 

so good to remember 

the steps along the 

journey. We finished 

by praying the 

prayer sent by our 

ICC's- thank you so 

much. 
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We were united with Alvina in prayer and  

e-mail. Elaine is having knee surgery next 

week so please keep her in your prayers and 

we continue to pray for those of our 

community who are ill or who are in 

difficult circumstances. 

Submitted by Barbara Rice 

 

WHEN THE 

HOLY SPIRIT 

ZOOMS IN...  

Something 

unusual 

happened at 

Sophia Circle's Aug 15 Zoom meeting 

facilitated by Francesca Ezeokonkwo.    
 

What happened?  After all present engaged 

in friendly updates around life changes since 

Covid-19, one sister spoke out in heartfelt 

concern around her feeling of disconnection 

with SFCC...a disconnection she attributed 

to what she sees as a gradual diminishment 

of the original spirit of SFCC as Lillanna 

Kopp and other founding sisters envisioned 

it.    
 

Unexpectedly, following that one 

transparent disclosure, another Sophia sister 

risked sharing her own strong disappoint-

ment about the direction in which SFCC has 

been slowly headed. Then another and 

another long-term sister, each sharing her 

sense of loss regarding the founding spirit of 

SFCC. 
 

A lively, extended discussion ensued! It 

focused partly on past All-To-All's illustra-

ting a subtle shift in SFCC organizational 

structure...a slow unintended drift, year by 

year moving SFCC further and further in the 

direction of centralized bureaucracy and 

away from Christian Collegiality.  Not just 

collegiality, but Christian 

collegiality...Christian collegiality as 

Lillanna identified it happening at the 

Second Ecumenical Vatican Council.    

To be fair, one sister stated that she did not 

see any evidence of this problem in the 

recent ATA, but she was very concerned to 

know why others felt so strongly about it.  A 

welcomed caring response rather than a 

defensive one!  
 

And beyond fair, we must acknowledge the 

dedication and professionalism of those 

SFCC, past and present, who have created 

documentation and other communications 

including the All-To-All, Assemblies, the 

Archives...an achievement that we can all be 

proud of.  It is because of their diligent work 

that our concern here expressed has broken 

forth.  
 

What we wonder...If you would be so kind 

as to respond...   

 

- Have you or your region noticed any 

signs of a turning toward centralized 

bureaucracy?  ...in the ATA? ...in 

affirmed Assembly proposals? ...in 

Administrative/Archival 

statements?...now or over the years?  

- Is Christian Collegiality a much larger 

matter than consensus/decision-making 

and inclusivity?  
 

What we decided to do:  Since Lillanna 

sets centralized bureaucracy in counter-

position to Christian Collegiality in her 1968 

book, we decided to begin a paragraph-by 

paragraph study of THE NEW NUNS: 

Collegial Christians at our next Zoom 

meeting on October 17.   Mary Rose 

Accetturo emailed a copy to each of us, as 

this short book is not yet available on 

www.sfccinternational.org.  
 

Some encouraging words:  "Every idea is 

holy just as it is, just as it's spoken, just as 

it's revealed to the community.no matter 

how it sounds or what it is.  It's all part of 

the stuff that makes our circle so rich...it's 

how the Holy Spirit...speaks through us, and 
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how we can put it all out there because it's a 

sacred place for that to happen....that's why 

we keep coming together...something 

deepens every time we do."  Karol 

Jackowski, Sophia Circle  

 

Other meeting participants besides those 

named in this account:  Barbara Aydelotte, 

Stephanie Bennett, Eileen Lennon, Janet 

Pfeffer, Immakulata Tegete, and Denise 

Ware. 

Submitted by:  

   Consilia Karli     &        Lea Hunter  

 

 

It really feels like 

years since our 

last communi-

cation through 

ATA. These 

months have 

been so filled up 

with news and 

more news; we 

are all tired I believe of been over-informed 

about this pandemic that has turn our world 

upside down in many different ways. 

 

Thank God we are not going to talk about 

this theme but what we have been about all 

these past months. 
 

We were building up our excitement toward 

the summer retreat, five days in July to share 

silence and Word, walks in nature and dance 

all mixed with our sharing in the evenings, a 

real pleasure to experience. Of course, these 

days we enjoyed with many more both 

present at the retreat house as well as online. 

This is the first time that we offer such an 

opportunity and many people who could not 

attend responded. 
 

The SFCC group remained another day in 

the place to share our experiences, and 

planning for the months ahead.  We decided 

that the next step in the formation as 

inquirers would be to move towards a 

personal level of mentoring as it is 

expressed in the Becoming Process. Besides 

our sharing in small faith communities our 

prayer and life, we saw the need to go a step 

further in finding out our personal calling 

within the SFCC community. We think that 

this is a very personal process. 
 

We will continue sharing among us through 

video-conferences, where we will discuss 

themes which are important for our 

formation. We have already planned a 

weekend retreat at the end of October and it 

will be the occasion for a meeting for us. 
 

Teachers, professors and doctors among our 

group are the most stressed at this time. 

They feel overwhelmed by all the norms 

they may follow trying to keep everyone 

safe.  

Submitted by: Magda Bennásar, co-RCC 

and Carmen Notario, co-RCC 

 

Group of inquirers with Magda and Carmen 
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(Cont’d from p. 7—Spain) 

Haro, La Rioja, Spain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFERENCE CALL   July 25,2020 

Present: Judith, Barb, Kathleen, Gertrude, 

Patsy. Mary Ann, Lucy  

 

We enjoyed “catch-up” and Corona Virus 

restriction talk. Barb checked out early to 

continue Zoom on a virtual Curillo Annual 

Gathering. Judith reported that Marion had 

planned to connect and that Marion had 

fallen over her walker, broke a rib, is in a lot 

of pain. Marion was moved to Room #405.  

 

Patsy participated in a virtual two day Zoom 

Black Sisters Conference and on virtual 

local parish prayer ministries.  

 

Kathleen celebrated her 88th yr.-young with 

an outdoor a visit and goodies from family 

 

Mary Ann is settled in assisted-living and 

continues her quilting. 
 

Lucy told of her weaving a long table scarf 

on the Four-Harness Loom given to her by 

Betty O’Neill.   
 

Gertrude reported on medical ministry  

to Clinic patients in Greenville. Gertrude 

suggested next time we share on a common 

topic we have reflected on- “How we are  

taking care of ourselves at this time” We 

asked her to send us some focus notes for 

next time. 
 

We meet the last Saturday of the month-

August 29 

Submitted by Lucy Comer, RCC--Sunbelt 
 

(Follow up) 

The Sunbelt continues to connect monthly 

via Conference Call.    August 29 included 

Judith Pask, Kathleen Terlau, Gertrude 

Okon Bassey, Helen Waugh, Patsy Guyton 

Lucy Comer and Marion Hicks.  We missed 

the others, sharing in a spirit with Pat 

Douglass who was participating in a virtual 

Memorial Service for her dear brother. 
 

After a welcome “Catch-up”,  Gertrude  led 

us in a reflection/sharing on Aging 

Graciously, with gratitude  She read  a  few 

lines from Ecclesiastes 3  -   “ A Time, a 

Season for everything…” she encouraged 

us, in this time of 

global concern, to 

slow down, to look 

inward, to “ Listen 

to Our Bodies’ - My  

Body - this great 

gift programmed  

by God for survival.  

How do we listen 

with thanksgiving, 

like innocent 

children called to be happy as we advance in 

age?  

Submitted by Lucy Comer, RCC   SUNBELT 
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Madonna 

Buder  
(photo 

below) asked 

all SFCC to 

celebrate her 

90th birthday 

with her!  

Madonna is 

well known 

not only to SFCC but globally as a Hall of 

Fame triathlete.  She is an inspiration to 

countless people of all ages and gives of her 

time as a speaker at events and conferences 

in nearly every nation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate her 90th, Madonna held a 

virtual online auction for a local charities. 

Madonna auctioned off coveted memorabilia 

from her more significant competitions.  
 

Three highest bids were for:  

1) Bike awarded at the 2006 Hawaiian 

Ironman and used in the Nike Commercial 

for the 2013 Olympics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Yellow shirt from the 2013 Boston 

Marathon championship shirt. That was the 

year of the bombing.    

3) Hawaiian Aga Group Championship red 

shirt and engraved metal with finishing time 

on back. Many other championship shirts 

were included in the auction.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The final result of the auction was enough to 

award $1500 each to: CATHOLIC 

CHARITIES, FAMILY PROMISE, SNAP, 

and NAZARETH GUILD in Spokane, WA. 
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Calungsod Region SFCCs joined Helen 

Fernandez to celebrate her 97th while Helen 

is in rehab recovering from a stroke. 

 
 

Denyse Martin (blue bandana) is shown 

with her housemate and long time friend, 

Susie Johnson.  Both live in Kaikoura, New 

Zealand.  Denyse celebrates her 90th 

birthday in October! 

 

 
Heureuse Anniversaire, Denyse 

Jeannette Love (DAM Region)  

celebrated the 10th 

anniversary of her 

ordination as a 

Roman Catholic 

Woman Priest 

(RCWP) Saturday, 

September 12. 

Jeannette is pastor 

of the Catholic 

Church of the 

Beatitudes in Santa Barbara, California.   

Her anniversary was marked by members  

of the DAM Region and members of the 

Beatitudes community, all of whom 

gathered via Zoom for a celebration Mass.   

Suzanne Dunn, SFCC was celebrant at the 

Mass. 

 

Teresa Perez in 

Guam sends word 

that she prays 

daily for all SFCC 

especially for 

those living in 

areas plagued by 

fire or flood. 

 

 

 
 

Bond, Jill 
4364 Acacia Circle 

Coconut Creek, Florida 33066 

phone: 954-304-2065 

email: same 

Region: Florida 

 

(Cont’d next page) 
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Ana Marina Colocho 

annamarinacolocho@icloud.com 

 

Suzanne Dunn 

dunnsuzanne323@gmail.com 

 

Jo Grady 
2937 Vinewood Dr 

Manhattan, KS  66502 

C: 760-622-9901| 

Email: joanngrady7@gmail.com 

Region: Midwest 

 

Beth Grismer 

Landline:  1-937-567-0246 
(best time to reach Beth is afternoon) 

 

Marion Hicks 

Phone number:  484-559-6483  

 

Pat McCarthy 

patmccarthysfcc@gmail.com 

 

Barbara Lipovsky, SFCC 

Emerald Rehab, Rm. 107 

1405 W. Hwy. 34 

Grand Island, NE  68801 

 

 
 

Patti Douglass (Sunbelt Region)   brother, 

Shadrick Clayton, died of a massive heart 

attack June 27. 

 
Cathy Valcourt 

(North Atlantic Region) whose mother, 

Claire Valcourt died August 18. 

 

Angela Woodworth, SFCC Affiliate with 

the Great Lakes Region, requests prayers for 

her brother, Mark.  He has been diagnosed 

with a rare type of dementia that also 

includes palsy. 

 

Helen Fernandez  

(Calungsod Region)  

for full recovery 

from a recent stroke 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INQUIRERS 

AFRICA 

 

Anthonia Asue 

Nigeria 
Age: 40 

Previous Community:  

Srs of Divine Light of 

the Resurrection  

(10 years). 

Reason for leaving: 

Vicar of Religious 

advised Dorothy to 

seek another 

community when her superiors failed to 

respond of support her in midst of priest 

abuse.  Education: teaching credentials, 

Communication, Law degree. Current 

ministry: teacher at secondary school. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:annamarinacolocho@icloud.com
mailto:dunnsuzanne323@gmail.com
mailto:joanngrady7@gmail.com
mailto:patmccarthysfcc@gmail.com


12 

 

Dorothy Aule 

Nigeria 
Age: n/a 

Previous Community: 

Irish Srs of the Holy 

Rosary (10 years). 

Reason for leaving: 

Community life was 

particularly good until 

political power shifted 

leaving Dorothy and others victimized by 

tribalism and discrimination.  Joined Sisters 

of the Beatitude. Ready for final vows when 

community disbanded following the death of 

the founder. Education: nursing and 

midwifery. 
 

Mirian Azubuike 

Nigeria 
Age: 42 

Previous community: 

Daughters of the Sacred 

Passion, a diocesan 

community (Nigeria)  

(3 years). Reason for 

leaving: Community no 

longer had diocesan 

recognition. Introduced to SFCC by 

Bernadette Mendez (Calungsod Region, 

Philippines) through Facebook. Education: 

teaching credentials. 
 

 

Rose Bako 

Nigeria 
Age: 36 

Previous community: 

Missionary Sisters of 

the Poorest of the 

Poor (11 years). 

Reason for leaving 

tribalism that resulted 

in Rose and many 

others being victimized by discrimination. 

Education: licensed Guidance Counselling, 

post graduate work in Education. 

 

Conceptar Bonareri 

Kenya 
age: 43 

previous community: 

Benedictines of Divine 

Providence (15 years). 

Left in 2017 and 

received dispensation 

earlier this year, 2020. 

Reason for leaving: n/a 

Education: clinical officer 
 

 

Seline Byomdo 

Kenya 
age: 36 

previous community: 

Sisters of Loreto, 

Kenya (6 years). 

Reason for leaving: 

respond to family 

needs Education: 

teaching credentials, 

licensed counsellor, credentialed 

physiotherapist. 
 

Emeldah 

Mulemeno 

Zambia 
age: n/a 

Previous 

community: 

Franciscan Sisters 

of Missionary 

Service (12 years) 

reason for leaving: 

full time care of elderly mother  Education: 

teaching credentials, education 

administration, data entry, speaks 6 

languages and certified in Korean level 2. 
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Onemena Oghenejode 

Nigeria 
age: 47 

Previous community: 

Medical Missionaries of 

Mary (8 years). Reason 

for leaving: asked to 

leave because of strong 

sense of personal 

identity. Education: degree in Agricultural 

Economics. 
 

Dorothy Sokwo  

Nigeria 
age: 35 

Previous community: 

Sisters of Jesus the 

Compassionate and also 

Missionary Sisters of the 

Poorest of the Poor.  

Reason for leaving: 

ready for final 

profession but left to care for dying mother. 

Heard about SFCC from Rose Bako, SFCC 

Inquirer and is now considering transferring 

to SFCC after reading the SFCC website. 

Education: currently studying at Leuven 

University, Belgium for PhD in Ethics and 

Cyber Warfare. 
 

Blandina Thomas  

Tanzania 
age: 60 

Previous community: 

Sisters of Our Lady of 

Usumbara (26 years / 

novice mistress). Reason 

for leaving tend to 

family estate settlement 

Education: teaching 

credentials, licensed guidance counsellor, 

Masters degree in Education Planning and in 

Education Administration  

 

 

 

 

PHILIPPINES 

Anne Llago 

Yesu Marie region 

age: 60s  Previous 

community: 

Missionary 

Community of 

Corpus Christi, a lay 

group founded by a 

Chinese priest in the 

Philippines. Was in 

mission for 3 years. Education: degree in 

Education and in catechetics. Referred to 

SFCC by Rosa Ocampo. Mentor is Janeth 

Mapa. 
 

Rubileth Tabamo 

Yesu Marie Region 
age: 60 

Previous community: n/a 

entered at age 16 but left 

because she was not 

ready to conform to 

religious life. Reentered 

at age 21 and was very 

settled and happy. 

Reason for leaving: n/a  Education: works in 

an orphanage. 
 

USA 

Mary Iweanya 

South Central 

Region 
age: 52 

Previous 

community: 

Daughters of 

Divine Love, 

Nigeria (25 years). 

Reason for Leaving: superiors withdrew 

support after heart surgery.  Education: n/a  

Has been self supporting for 6 years. 

 

(Cont’d on next page) 
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Helen Popoola 

DAM Region 
age: 57 

Previous community: 

Sisters of St Michael 

Archangel, Nigeria (10 

years). Reason for 

leaving: final vows 

delayed indefinitely 

without reason. Vicar of 

religious advised she seek another 

community. Joined Oblate Sisters of the 

Sacred Heart (4 years) and left after she and 

other sisters were victimized by tribalism 

and discrimination. Immigrated to US to 

stay with sister and family who lived in New 

York. Became US citizen in 2017. 

Education: Teaching credentials. 
 

Rosie Savaremuther 

South Central Region 
age: 67 

Previous community: 

Sisters of Immaculate 

Conception, India (34 

years). reason for 

leaving: sent to US to 

raise money for 

missions in India. Also provided care for 

ailing parents who immigrated to New York. 

Worked as hospital chaplain and struggled 

with superiors in India. Dispensation in 

2004. Joined the Poor Clares; but discovered 

it was not a good fit. (2010-2017) Seeking 

religious community and means to live her 

vows. Education: Master’s degree in 

Education and in History, licensed CPE. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tess Zangrilli 

South Central 

Region 
age: n/a 

Previous community: 

no former community. 

Is currently an 

Associate with the 

Dominican Sisters of 

peace (Columbus, 

Ohio).  Education: PhD in Mechanical 

Engineering (Villanova University). Works 

as a technical support engineer for software 

company in Santa Fe, New Mexico 
 

AFFILIATES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 18, 2020 signed the  

Covenant of Affiliation 
at the home of Columba Thadey, SFCC 

 

 

 

                                 Rosemary Makiya 
               Tanzania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gertuda Munna 
Tanzania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        Joyce Norbert 
                                        Tanzania 
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AFFIRMED 

SEPTEMBER 26--MANILA REGION 

 

AFFILIATION COVENANT--

SEPTEMBER 26--MANILA REGION 

 

WITHDRAWAL FROM SFCC 

GULF SOUTH REGION 

 

 

 

Affirmed: 

October 15, 2016 

Withdrew: 

August 7, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

OBITUARY 

Beverly Creehan 

             1935-2020 

 SFCC: 1976-2020 

 

Beverly Rose Creehan 

passed away 

peacefully June 5, 

2020 in Stonington, 

Connecticut. She was 85 and was an active 

member of SFCC since 1976.  

 

Born in Waltham, Massachusetts, Beverly 

joined the Sisters of Charity of St Vincent de 

Paul in 1954 and remained with the 

congregation for 22 years.  She earned a 

degree in elementary education and 

mathematics, which enabled her to be 

assigned to teach grades 3 through 7 in the 

parish school systems throughout the New 

York state and Washington, DC areas. 

 

Later, Beverly earned credentials and license 

as a certified Social Worker.  She worked in 

the social services and welfare departments 

of New Hampshire, Connecticut, as well as 

other locations along the US eastern 

seaboard region. Following her retirement in 

1997, Beverly continued as a volunteer case 

worker, and also offered her time and skills 

as an assistant at the St Edmunds retreat 

center in Mystic, Connecticut.  

 

For most of her adult life, Beverly was 

involved in humanitarian activities working 

for social justice, peace, and solidarity. She 

felt her calling was to help others who were 

less fortunate while at the same time 
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promoting a Christian community through 

prayer.  

 

Because Beverly was somewhat isolated 

from SFCC, she joined the WEB Region 

because she had personal friends in the 

Baltimore area. In later years, Beverly 

developed dementia and eventually moved 

into a facility near her home in Connecticut. 

 

Beverly is missed by the SFCCs of the WEB 

region and also the family she leaves 

behind: two sisters, Diana and Dolores, two 

nephews and three grand-nephews.  

 

A private burial was held at St. Patrick 

Cemetery in Mystic, Connecticut. 

                                 Submitted by the Archives 
 

 

OBITUARY 

Janet Holzer 
            1925-2020 

SFCC: 1986-2020 

 

Born in Buffalo, New 

York, Janet was 

educated in the local 

parish school and, later, 

at Mount St Joseph Academy.   

 

She graduated in 1949 with a BBA Business 

Administration degree from Canisius 

College in Buffalo, New York and then 

spent 6 months in NYC employed as an 

accountant. During that same time, Janet 

took courses at Fordham University. 

Janet entered the Sisters of the Blessed 

Sacrament in 1950. She remained with the 

congregation for 33 years.  Janet spent 16 of 

those years at Xavier University of 

Louisiana in New Orleans – part time 

teaching and serving in various posts of 

financial administration.   

She received an MBA from Wharton School 

of Finance, University of Pennsylvania, 

Philadelphia in 1971; and was immediately 

assigned to Detroit, Michigan for 1 year 

serving as accountant for large parish and  

tri-parish school system.   

 

Janet returned to New Orleans for 2 years to 

direct a large federal grant at Xavier 

University.  In 1976 she went to Dallas, 

Texas as full-time faculty at Bishop College, 

a historically Black- Baptist college. From 

there she moved to Daytona Beach Florida 

in 1979 to accept a position as full-time 

faculty member at Bethune-Cookman 

College where she later was appointed chair 

of the Business Department. 

 

In 1983 Janet requested exclaustration from 

the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament and 

spent one year at the University of 

Bethlehem, West Bank, Israel. She returned 

to US in August of 1984 and moved to 

Washington DC to accept a position at 

Howard University where, over the span of 

the next several years was full time faculty, 

chair of the Business Department and, last, 

Treasurer of the university. 

 

Janet retired in 1999 and filled her time as a 

volunteer at the local parish and the Holy 

Childhood Association 

 

In addition to her several academic degrees 

in finance, Janet held 4 high level 

certifications: 

CPA:    Certified Public Accountant  

CMA:  Certified Management Accountant 

CIA:    Certified Internal Auditor 

Certificate in Executive Management-

American Management Association. 

Janet was an active member of the Florida 

Region.  She rarely missed an annual 

assembly and often served as assembly team 

treasurer.  

  

Janet had no sisters or brothers. She is 

survived by several cousins who, along with 
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colleagues, neighbors, friends and SFCC 

members were her family.  She gave 

generously of her time, talent, and resources 

to all.                     Submitted by the Archives 

 

 

OBITUARY 

Mary Lynch 
            1935-2020 

SFCC: 1988-2020 

 

Surrounded by family, 

Mary succumbed 

August 25 to 

complications 

following a heart attack. 

 

Mary was born in Waltham, Massachusetts. 

Her twin died 3 days after their birth, 

leaving Mary the eldest of 8 siblings. 

 

Mary earned a BA in Sociology (St Francis 

College (New York) and MA in Education 

(Boston College). 

 

Mary was a member of Missionary Servants 

of the Most Blessed Trinity (MSBT) for 35 

years. (1953-1988) doing social service 

ministry, parish work, religious education 

and community services. 

 

Mary claimed that 1978 proved to be the 

turning point in her life when she was 

working with the parish priest who was an 

alcoholic. Since then, Mary has devoted her 

life to helping people overcome their 

addictions. She earned state certification as 

an alcoholism counselor, as well as 

international certification. 

 

1978-1986 Mary was the director of Stirling 

House Outreach program for recovering 

Alcoholics and their families. 

 

1986-1987 became Director of Bristol 

Lodge Homeless Shelter in Waltham (Mass) 

Certified alcoholism counsellor in 

Massachusetts and New Jersey 

Her ministry was helping individuals with 

alcohol & drug addictions, as well those in 

the criminal justice system. 

In 1987, Mary was appointed the director of 

the holding unit at Middlesex County 

Hospital Alcohol Treatment Center in 

Waltham, Massachusetts. That same year,  

Mary formed her non-profit venture, 

Serenity In Action. 

 

In an interview (1991) for the local Waltham 

News Tribune, Mary explained: “My aim is 

to get people to love themselves. If they love 

themselves, they will believe God loves 

them and they will be able to be of service to 

others.” 

 

Mary left the MSBT May 2, 1988 and joined 

SFCC later that same month.  She had been 

in communication with SFCCs Lillian 

Lammarouex and Cynthia Beaugh for over a 

year.  However, she knew of SFCC six years 

earlier when Ann Patrick Conrad and 

Vincentia Joseph left MSBT to join SFCC in 

1982 

 

At the time of her affirmation into SFCC, 

Mary said, “I feel I have the values in life 

that identify with SFCC and was living them 

for many years. Joining SFCC, I have a 

feeling of coming home.”  Mary was an 

active member of the MARINYCT Region. 

Submitted by the Archives 

 
 

 

For your faithful 
Life is not ended 
But changed… 
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OBITUARY 

Mary Sferre 
            1929-2020 

SFCC: 1984-2020 

 

With deep gratitude 

for a remarkable life 

we announce Mary’s 

death on Tuesday, 

June 30 at Flagler Hospital in St. Augustine, 

Florida. 

 

Mary was born in Syracuse NY on January 

16, 1929 the eldest daughter of Italian 

immigrants.  She said, “when I was allowed 

to play with the other kids growing up I 

loved seeing how the elders in the 

neighborhood came alive through our 

doings. I made it a part of my venturing to 

visit and spend time with them. I was so 

enriched by hearing stories of their struggles 

and joys, I think it was then I felt called to 

be a part of others’ lives especially those 

who tugged at my heart.”  

 

And so was the life of Mary Sferre. She was 

a Sister of St. Francis for over 20 years 

ministering as Teacher and Principal. She 

lived 10 years of her post Vatican religious 

life as Social Worker and Clinician under 

the Bishop of Syracuse before life 

circumstances had her introduced to the 

Sisters for Christian Community of which 

she was a member for 36 years…always 

reminding us that Junaluska, meeting the 

sisters and hearing their stories made her 

feel “she had come home.”  Mary attended 

all Assemblies until mobility issues 

challenged her travel. She served the 

Community as ICC and as an RCC. She 

served on four Assembly Teams and often 

presented at Assemblies. Mary lived the 

Franciscan spirit throughout her life and was 

guided and inspired by the spirit and 

messages of Vatican II. 

For the last forty five years she was the wise 

therapist, teacher, and mentor to more than 

we know… She was Growth Pointe 

Marriage and Family Therapy and Training 

Center and there she nurtured hearts and 

minds and souls, teaching and training a 

life-giving theory called Natural Family 

Systems. She was a presence wherever she 

went.  

 

She loved her family…her parents and her 

two brothers who predeceased her… and her 

sister and her husband, one niece, five 

nephews and their families, the Steves 

family, her precious Kristina Smarrelli and 

multitudes of friends and loved ones who 

are grieving her loss especially Mary Steves 

who was privileged to share life’s journey 

with her these many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will honor her with an Ecumenical 

Memorial Service in St. Augustine, FL as 

soon as circumstances allow. There will be a 

Memorial Mass at the Franciscan Villa in 

Syracuse, NY at a later date.  

 

In her honor “stay connected with one 

another, learn lessons each day in living; do 

it again and again and forever again.”  

Submitted by Mary Steves 
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OBITUARY 

Ann Patrick  

(Pat) Conrad 

            1942-2020 

SFCC: 1982-2020 

 

Pat Conrad succumbed 

to congestive heart 

failure July 3, 2020. 

Pat Conrad served on the faculty of the 

National Catholic School of Social Service 

(NCSSS) at The Catholic University of 

America, in various roles from 1985-2014. 

Initially, she was Director of Admissions, 

then Chair of the MSW Program, and she 

completed a six-year term as Dean of 

NCSSS in Summer 2002. An experienced 

agency and private clinical practitioner, Pat 

conducted research and taught courses in 

social policy analysis, theories of social 

justice, professional social work ethics, and 

the theory and practice of social work 

supervision and consultation. 
 

From Fall '02 through Spring '03 she was a 

Visiting Researcher at the Kennedy Institute 

of Ethics, Georgetown University. She has 

conducted seminars, workshops, 

consultations, and has participated in video 

conferences in her areas of expertise with 

partners from the United States, Chile, Hong 

Kong, Italy, Lithuania, and Taiwan. 
 

Pat entered the Missionary Servants of the 

Most Blessed Trinity (MSBT) on August 5, 

1963.  As a novice she received the name 

Ann Patrick.  She made her first vows on 

Aug. 15, 1965 and was dispensed from them 

on May 13, 1982. She held a degree in 

Social Work and, while in ministry with 

MSBT, she served in Catholic Charities in 

Birmingham Alabama and in Gulfport 

Mississippi (courtesy of Theresa Ahern, 

MSBT Archivist)   

Dr. Conrad received her BS degree from 

Spring Hill College, her MSW from the 

University of North Carolina, and her 

doctoral degree from The Catholic 

University of America. She was a member 

of the National Association of Social 

Workers, the Council on Social Work 

Education, Catholic Charities USA and the 

Kennedy Institute of Ethics. She was a 

licensed clinical social worker in Maryland 

and in the District of Columbia. 
 

Pat was affirmed into SFCC membership in 

1982 along with Vincentia Joseph, also of 

MSBT.  Together with Vincentia, Pat served 

SFCC as the ICC team, 2001-2004  

Pat was an active member of the WEB 

Region 
 

Pat and Vincentia conducted a community-

wide attitudinal survey that addressed how 

SFCCs viewed their community, as well as 

their hopes and dreams for the future of 

SFCC. 
 

Pat and Vincentia also initiated an oral 

history (interview) project that targeted the 

stories of SFCC's earliest members 
 

In June, 2014, Pat submitted her notice of 

retirement to Catholic University.  Pat stated 

the reasons for seeking retirement: “During 

the past months it has become necessary for 

me to assume increasing responsibility in 

my Community as the sisters in our Region 

are aging and facing greater personal and 

physical challenges.  In addition, I am 

periodically invited to provide specialized 

consultation to the Council on Accreditation 

of Family and Child Services in New York; 

and I have agreed to act as a research 

consultant on a gerontology project in Hong 

Kong.  I also plan to continue as a member 

of the Program Committee at Saint Ann’s 

Family, Community, and Child Service 

Center sponsored by the Archdiocese of 

Washington and the Daughters of Charity.” 

The funeral service for Pat was prepared by 

Kass Collins, SFCC and held at the funeral 
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home because of Covid restrictions The 

service was truly SFCC. Everyone present: 

sisters, friends, co-workers had an 

opportunity to share their personal 

connections with Pat and Vincentia. Pat was 

an icon at Catholic University and will never 

be forgotten there.  

 

Pat was remembered as a wonderful 

professional 

mentor, as a 

woman of  

wisdom, 

serenity, a 

gentle spirit, a 

beacon with a 

passion for 

social justice. 

 

Others 

recalled Pat’s 

love of music 

and her 

participation 

as a violinist 

with the Montgomery County, Maryland 

Orchestra.   

 

Finally, others recalled Pat’s mantra for life: 

It is important to learn.  So many people act 

from the gut.  It is important to ground your 

actions in fact and theory 

 

At the cemetery, as Nancy Meskill, SFCC 

played Oh Danny Boy on the Irish Penny 

Whistle, three white doves flew in and 

perched on a branch above the grave site - 

amazing. Because Pat began her religious 

life as a Trinitarian, many present believed it 

a sign that the Trinity was welcoming her 

home. A perfect send off and tribute to Pat's 

serene spirit.  

(funeral service information courtesy of 

Alma O’Brien, SFCC.  

Photo by Loretta Primus SFCC) 

 obituary by the SFCC archives 

 

Virgie Azcueta, , Carmen Gillick, , and 

Denise Ware,  began our time of service as 

ICC team after our meeting with Rita 

Yeasted, SFCC and Roberta Kardell, SFCC 

in Pittsburgh at the end of July 2019  for an 

insightful, thorough, prayerful transition 

with a bit of fun.  Virgie, Denise, and 

Carmen had met during the 2018 Chicago 

Assembly and again in May of 2019 in 

Philadelphia to discern how we could best 

serve the community.  As a result, of the 

above meetings we are doing the following 

and use the image of the Trinity as one of 

unity with each person having some 

distinctive responsibilities. 

Communication:  *We rotate primary 

communication responsibility on a 4 month 

rotation.  We consult with one another for 

any major communication or issue that 

effects the community before responding.  

In addition, we meet via messenger video 

chat every 3 weeks and more often if 

necessary. We also come together face to 

face once a year in addition to the 

Assembly. 

Our responsibilities:  *Virgie is the 

primary contact for Philippines, Africa, and 

India; Carmen and Denise are the primary 

contacts for North America, Central 

America Mexico and Europe; again, for 

anything major we consult with one another. 

(Virgie Azcueta’s account of this growth 

will appear in next issue of ATA.) 

*We made it a priority to reach out to 

regions in order to better understand the life, 

gifts and needs of the community.  Denise 

has done the primary outreach.  She is also 

responsible for having Masses said for 

deceased Sisters and sending condolences. 

Carmen and Denise have responsibility for 

ICC finances.  
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* Carmen compiles the agenda for 

meetings/messenger meetings and summary 

of those gatherings.    She periodically 

submits ICC Notes to ATA.  

Since August 2019  *The Europe region has 

become the Spain and the Benelux regions.   

Kenya-Tanzania is a new region in Africa  

*We found out how regions are meeting 

ordinarily and during this corona time both 

face to face and virtually.  A few regions are 

not meeting due to age/distance/other 

factors. 

*SFCC is blessed with many inquirers, 53 as 

of this writing with 15 of their affiliations 

delayed due to Covid.  Some are in the USA 

but at times it is hard to find mentors 

because of the changes in regional meeting 

patterns.  There are 8 inquirers in Spain who 

want to become permanent affiliates.     

*In the time between August 2019-August 

2020 we have 14 affiliates with 7 whose 

affirmation has been delayed due to Covid. 

There are 9 new SFCC and 23 SFCCs who 

are now beyond time.  We stand on their 

shoulders as those new to the community 

stand on ours.  The number of permanent 

affiliates is growing especially in Spain and 

there are questions from people in the USA 

about the possibility of being permanent 

Affiliates. At this point in time, there is no 

‘form’ for permanent affiliates to sign.  At 

present there are 338 SFCCs and 4 

permanent affiliates in Benelux.   The 

background, skills, and ministries that 

community members are a part of is 

amazing. 

 *In 10 years, according to the Archives 

report, will have more members outside the 

USA.  This is a gift to us “that all may be  

one” and it is also a challenge with the gifts 

from diverse cultures.   

Issues that we have encountered that need   

further exploration:  *Understanding and 

embracing the need to be self-supporting.  

This appears to have different cultural 

understandings in different parts of the 

world 

*Understanding the process of withdrawal 

from the community versus dispensation 

from traditional community. 

*Some people and even regions are not in 

communication with the larger community.  

It appears that there are multiple reasons for 

this: health, aging, personal situation and 

maybe just not doing it.  Yet on the other 

hand, the majority of the community is often 

more connected than in previous time 

periods due the social media and conference 

calls. 

ICC--SFCC Financial Report 

August 2019---August 2020 

Deposits $5084.04   

Expenses -120.48 postage 

             -95.00  Mass stipends 

          -1600.00  Initial deposits     

from personal funds 

Funds are kept in Bank of America. 

Submitted by: 
Carmen Gillick, SFCC   &   Denise Ware, SFCC 

Please limit all reports for ATA to 1 page. 

This is to include the Region Logo and any Photos. 

ATA will not change grammar or punctuation of submitted reports. 

Reports are to be submitted in Times New Roman 12  with 1 inch margins. 

      Please be mindful of column margins. 

Next issue Deadline:  NOVEMBER 30 

 





Sisters For Christian Community 

SERVICE  FEE  FORM  2020-2021 
and 

ATA Vol. 51 
 

Please complete one Service Fee Form for each person, including any gift subscriptions, 

and submit it with payment by November 30, 2020 

 

Name _____________________________________  Home Phone  __________________________ 

Address ___________________________________  Cell Phone __________________________ 

City/State__________________________________  E-mail  _______________________________ 

_______________________________________________________  ____________________ 

Postal Zip Code   Country      Birthday  

Region __________________________  Circle one:  SFCC  BFCC  Friend  Becoming  

The above information is: _____ the same as in the 2020 Directory, or is _____changed  

 

SERVICE FEE (as established at the 2017 Assembly):   

Choose ONE type: 

 _____ $40 Includes: 

   $25 for Hard Copy of the All-To-All (5 issues)  

   $5 for International Communications Coordinators (ICC) 

$7 for Archives  

$3 for Website  

 _____ $25 Includes: 

   $10 for Electronic Copy of the All-To-All (5 issues)  

   $5 for International Communications Coordinators (ICC) 

$7 for Archives 

$3 for Website  

 _____ $15 Sharing ATA Subscription with _________________________________ 

who chose one of the above 

(includes $5 for ICC, $7 for Archives and $3 Website fees) 

 

________Unable to pay (all or part of fee) but wish to receive the ATA 

________Additional Donation    

 

Total: ___________  DO NOT SEND CASH:  

 

Make checks or money order in US currency payable to: Sisters For Christian Community 

  

Mail to: Deb Murphy, SFCC   Email questions to: deb@murph-mail.com 

13060 W. Bluemound Rd., Unit 108   or  atasfcc@yahoo.com 

Elm Grove WI 53122   Phone Contact: (+1)-262-957-7910



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send all content for Volume 51 Issue 2 to atasfcc@yahoo.com on or before November 30, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


